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pets, bringing your homework into school 
and many other things. 

I try my hardest in my dance class. I do 
well, but I think I could try harder. I show 
my responsibility by keeping track of my 
things, doing chores and bringing my home-
work into school. I sometimes encourage 
people. I always play fairly and I never 
cheat. I am showing that I am a good sport. 
I do well in school and I do well at home. 

Some people do not show sportsmanship. 
Those are the people who do not care about 
the rules of the game. They do not show re-
sponsibility. Those are the people who are 
not kind to others. They do not cheer people 
on. They think that they are the winners and 
the other team is just there to lose. 

Losing can be tough. I’ve been there, too. 
Don’t get too discouraged. The truth might 
be that your team will win next time. So 
keep trying. 

You may have different ways of being a 
good sport. It doesn’t matter what you do to 
be a good sport; it matters that you are a 
good sport. Remember this: Always keep try-
ing! 

CHILDREN LEARN GOOD AND BAD FROM 
MODELS 

(By Patrick Kolsky, a 10th grader at Novato 
(Calif.) High School) 

In the modern era, sports have been rising 
in popularity without opposition. Sports in 
the beginning were first seen as something 
that could help someone relieve pressure, 
help cope with stress, join families and com-
munities together and to expose oneself to a 
little friendly competition. 

Most of all, however, sports were mainly 
seen as a creative outlet to relieve one’s 
extra energy and recycle it into something 
that was fun for everyone. In more recent 
years, sports have escalated into something 
more. 

Professional sports focus on winning and 
salary, while the original intentions of 
sports take a back seat. Younger children 
are extremely influenced by professional 
athletes and are well known to try and imi-
tate their favorite player. 

Most athletes today don’t really care 
whether they had fun while playing a sport, 
but only if they won or lost. and why should 
they? It is not their job to have fun or to set 
good examples—their job is to win. But when 
the millions of onlookers observe what 
‘‘real’’ athletes perceive of sports, it is al-
most inevitable that they themselves will 
follow the lead of their role models. 

These unsportsmanlike ethics that people 
pick up on lead to an unhealthy imbalance 
and lack of scruples in non-professional and 
non-profit-oriented sports today. 

I feel very strongly that sports for children 
should not be a main focal point of their 
lives. Children’s sports should focus on team 
play, listening and respecting an opponent. 

It is unhealthy for children to be so fo-
cused on winning at a young age that it will 
influence other aspects of their lives. The 
majority of children do not become overly 
competitive by themselves, but rather from 
examination of an outside source. It is this 
outside source that is the most crucial to 
any child’s path to becoming a good sports-
man. 

Children find role models at a young age; 
and whether that role model is a professional 
basketball player or a weatherman, they al-
ways end up being influenced by the person 
that they admire. When these children grow 
up, they usually carry with them the percep-
tion of what was ‘‘said’’ to be acceptable and 
then apply that to other areas of life, not 
just sports. 

This is exactly the reason why it is imper-
ative that good sportsmanship be stressed in 
children’s sports as well as higher-level 
sports. It does no good to a child when good 
sportsmanship is stressed by one source, yet 
they look at another source and see exactly 
the opposite. 

It is not uncommon in today’s sports for 
the players as well as the fans to become un-
sportsmanlike. It is OK for people to become 
competitive as long as they understand the 
real meaning behind sports and not get too 
caught up in winning. 

Unfortunately, many people overlook this 
issue entirely. Players trash-talk their oppo-
nents without remorse, and fans will become 
overly excited and unruly in the stands. Of 
course, there are consequences for all of 
their actions, but to the people who only 
care about winning, consequences are just 
consequences, and nothing more. They will 
continue to do whatever they can if they feel 
it will help them win. 

Some people are so focused on instant 
gratification that they don’t care what the 
effects of their actions will be. This is an ex-
tremely lethal setback to young onlookers 
that see this kind of behavior. If their own 
role models do not believe that they are 
doing anything wrong, why should they? 
Every action has a consequence, but not 
every consequence has the effect it should on 
the perpetrator. 

Sports is a huge industry, and there are so 
many fans, young and old, who hold sports in 
high regard and are influenced deeply by al-
most every aspect of the games. Some people 
become blind to the fact that some of the 
idealism that they are picking up from 
sports may not be in their best interest. Win-
ning at all costs is a poor example of how 
some role models are supposed to behave in 
front of the people that idolize them. Our 
children are watching—and they are picking 
up every thing that comes their way. 

PARENTS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO BE GOOD 
SPORTS, TOO 

(By Aroha Fanning, a senior at Jacksonville 
(Fla.) University) 

Sports are probably one of the most pop-
ular pastimes of today’s society, whether 
you are an athlete, a spectator or a sponsor 
or whether you are pro or amateur, young or 
old, disabled or physically fit. Athletics ca-
ters to everyone. 

But the people who benefit most from 
sports today are not the professional basket-
ball players or football players who sign con-
tracts of up to $30 million a year or more. 
They are the little rugrats you can see run-
ning around a soccer field on a Saturday 
morning, or the 3-foot-nothing munchkins 
who take to the ice for little league ice 
hockey each season. 

Getting children involved in sports not 
only keeps them active and away from the 
TV screen or computer monitor, it also 
teaches them how to be a team player and 
how to interact socially with other children. 
But what kind of sportsmanship is being 
modeled to our children when parents are 
standing on the sidelines yelling at referees 
and coaches and getting into fights with par-
ents of the opposing team? 

Whatever happened to phrases such as ‘‘It’s 
not whether you win or lose, but how you 
play the game’’ and ‘‘Just go out there and 
do your best?’’ 

All over the country, parents are being 
asked to shape up or ship out of the ballpark, 
stadium or playing grounds. In Jupiter, Fla., 
parents are now required to take a good 
sportsmanship class before their children are 

allowed to play a sport. Parents in Los Ange-
les are asked to sign a ‘‘promise of good be-
havior’’ form. 

Perhaps so many parents push their chil-
dren into participating in athletics in hope 
that they will be able to get a scholarship to 
college and will go on to the major leagues 
and sign one of those $30 million contracts. 
Maybe others push their kids into athletics 
just so they can brag to their friends and 
family about how little Johnny is the star of 
his soccer team. Perhaps parental expecta-
tions come from unfulfilled childhood 
dreams of playing college football, baseball, 
basketball or whatever the sport of choice 
might have been. 

However you look at it, or whatever the 
motive for pushing children into athletics, 
encouraging them to run onto a field while 
yelling at them for making a mistake or los-
ing isn’t going to make them love the sport. 
It is not going to get them that college 
scholarship. It is not going to make them 
the best on the team. And it is not going to 
fulfill the lost dream of being a college ath-
lete. 

The only thing that pushing your child be-
yond the true purpose of the game—to have 
fun—accomplishes is to push the child fur-
ther away from the sport and, eventually, 
the parent.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PUBLISHERS SETH 
AND LUCILLE HEYWOOD 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to a newspaper that has provided the 
town of Merrimack, New Hampshire, 
with information and insight for the 
past twenty-one years. The Village 
Crier is a paper for which many of the 
town residents of Merrimack have 
waited in anticipation each week. It 
certainly has greatly impacted the 
community as a whole. 

The Village Crier has been on the 
front lines of every political battle in 
Merrimack, and the opinions and ad-
vice that they brought to the tale will 
be greatly missed. Both Seth and Lu-
cille have put countless hours into the 
production of the Crier, and have 
gained the respect and admiration of 
not only their staff, but of the entire 
community. 

It is with sincere regret and deep sad-
ness that I bid farewell to the Village 
Crier. I wish both Seth and Lucille the 
best as they continue with their future 
endeavors. The Village Crier will be 
greatly missed, and it is an honor to 
represent both Seth and Lucille Hey-
wood in the United States Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEX GIANG 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Alex Giang for receiving the 
Merrimack Chamber of Commerce 
Presidential Award. A member of the 
chamber for several years, Alex has 
risen to prominence with his contin-
uous displays of passion and 
perseverence. His personality endears 
him to all, and he is well known for his 
gregarious nature. Alex is a kind- 
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hearted leader, and Mary Jo and I ap-
plaud him for his hard work and dedi-
cation to the Merrimack Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Alex Giang inspires others to achieve 
the same ends by using the leadership 
qualities for which he has been hon-
ored. Alex has taken it upon himself to 
attempt to increase the membership of 
the chamber. He is a man determined 
to have others give of themselves as he 
has given. He has been a key figure in 
the creation of the chamber fund rais-
er, ‘‘A Taste of Merrimack,’’ where the 
time and effort that was spent on his 
part exemplified his dedication to the 
chamber. In addition to all of this, 
Alex is a purveyor of fine cuisine in the 
town of Merrimack. 

Alex is a leader in the truest sense. 
He is a gregarious individual who puts 
forth enormous effort for worthy 
causes. His enthusiasm for both life 
and the Merrimack chamber is con-
tagious. Alex, it is a pleasure to rep-
resent you in the United States Senate. 
I wish you the best of luck in the fu-
ture. May you always continue to in-
spire those around you.∑ 

f 

NORMAL TRADE RELATIONS 
TREATMENT FOR THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 90 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Last November, after years of nego-

tiation, we completed a bilateral agree-
ment on accession to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) with the People’s 
Republic of China (Agreement). The 
Agreement will dramatically cut im-
port barriers currently imposed on 
American products and services. It is 
enforceable and will lock in and expand 
access to virtually all sectors of Chi-
na’s economy. The Agreement meets 
the high standards we set in all areas, 
from creating export opportunities for 
our businesses, farmers, and working 
people, to strengthening our guaran-
tees of fair trade. It is clearly in our 
economic interest. China is concluding 
agreements with other countries to ac-
cede to the WTO. The issue is whether 
Americans get the full benefit of the 
strong agreement we negotiated. To do 
that, we need to enact permanent Nor-
mal Trade Relations (NTR) for China. 

We give up nothing with this Agree-
ment. As China enters the WTO, the 
United States makes no changes in our 
current market access policies. We pre-
serve our right to withdraw market ac-
cess for China in the event of a na-
tional security emergency. We make 
no changes in laws controlling the ex-
port of sensitive technology. We amend 
none of our trade laws. In fact, our pro-

tections against unfair trade practices 
and potential import surges are strong-
er with the Agreement than without it. 

Our choice is clear. We must enact 
permanent NTR for China or risk los-
ing the full benefits of the Agreement 
we negotiated, including broad market 
access, special import protections, and 
rights to enforce China’s commitment 
through WTO dispute settlement. All 
WTO members, including the United 
States, pledge to grant one another 
permanent NTR to enjoy the full bene-
fits in one another’s markets. If the 
Congress were to fail to pass perma-
nent NTR for China, our Asian, Latin 
American, Canadian, and European 
competitors would reap these benefits, 
but American farmers and other work-
ers and our businesses might well be 
left behind. 

We are firmly committed to vigorous 
monitoring and enforcement of China’s 
commitments, and will work closely 
with the Congress on this. We will 
maximize use of the WTO’s review 
mechanisms, strengthen U.S. moni-
toring and enforcement capabilities, 
ensure regular reporting to the Con-
gress on China’s compliance, and en-
force the strong China-specific import 
surge protections we negotiated. I have 
requested significant new funding for 
China trade compliance. 

We must also continue our efforts to 
make the WTO itself more open, trans-
parent, and participatory, and to ele-
vate consideration of labor and the en-
vironment in trade. We must recognize 
the value that the WTO serves today in 
fostering a global, rules-based system 
of international trade—one that has 
fostered global growth and prosperity 
over the past half century. Bringing 
China into that rules-based system ad-
vances the right kind of reform in 
China. 

The Agreement is in the fundamental 
interest of American security and re-
form in China. By integrating China 
more fully into the Pacific and global 
economies, it will strengthen China’s 
stake in peace and stability. Within 
China, it will help to develop the rule 
of law; strengthen the role of market 
forces; and increase the contacts Chi-
na’s citizens have with each other and 
the outside world. While we will con-
tinue to have strong disagreements 
with China over issues ranging from 
human rights to religious tolerance to 
foreign policy, we believe that bringing 
China into the WTO pushes China in 
the right direction in all of these areas. 

I, therefore, with this letter transmit 
to the Congress legislation authorizing 
the President to terminate application 
of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 to 
the People’s Republic of China and ex-
tend permanent Normal Trade Rela-
tions treatment to products from 
China. The legislation specifies that 
the President’s determination becomes 
effective only when China becomes a 
member of the WTO, and only after a 

certification that the terms and condi-
tions of China’s accession to the WTO 
are at least equivalent to those agreed 
to between the United States and 
China in our November 15, 1999, Agree-
ment. I urge that the Congress consider 
this legislation as soon as possible. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 8, 2000. 

f 

THE NATIONAL MONEY LAUN-
DERING STRATEGY FOR 2000— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT—PM 91 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by the provisions of sec-

tion 2(a) of Public Law 105–310 (18 
U.S.C. 5341(a)(2)), I transmit herewith 
the National Money Laundering Strat-
egy for 2000. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 8, 2000. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2184. A bill to amend chapter 3 of title 
28, United States Code, to divide the Ninth 
Judicial circuit of the United States into 
two circuits, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–7907. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Operational Test and Evaluation, and 
the Deputy Under Secretary, Science and 
Technology, Department of Defense trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
laboratories and centers selected for a pilot 
program; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–7908. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, the report of 
a retirement; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–7909. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Office of Pre-
vention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 1999 re-
port on conditional pesticide registrations; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–7910. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulations Management, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Criteria for Approving Flight Courses for 
Educational Assistance Programs’’ (RIN2900– 
AI76), received March 7, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–7911. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Thrift Supervision, Department 
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